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Stakeholder Workshops
Groundwater Ostheide

Aims: 
- teach knowledge and uncertaintiesg
- Improve communication and
- Understanding about perspectives and 
interests
- Facilitate social learning
 Reflexive Governance
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Society – Science – Policy
Relation and Boundaries 

• Evidence-based policy-making

• Science-policy interfaces

Reflexive Governance• Reflexive Governance

Meadowcroft/Steurer 2013

Society – Science – Policy
Relation and Boundaries 

• Evidence-based policy-making
• Science-policy/-society interfaces

– separate worlds: knowledge, culture, values, (non-strategic) interests 
 knowledge brokerage, learning, co-creation

– contested status of scientific knowledge: in complex environmental 
or social problem situation 
 social learning; participatory approaches; 
Conflict Oriented Understanding (Gottschick 2013)Conflict-Oriented Understanding (Gottschick 2013)

– strategic use of science: to gain strategic advantages (highlighting, 
denying, fogging, delaying issues)
 Investigative Research Investigative Research

– ritual or symbolic use of science: to document activity as decorative 
symbols of knowledge societies
 Investigative Researchg

• Reflexive Governance

Meadowcroft/Steurer 2013; Pregernig/Böcher 2013; Gottschick 2014



Management Sphere: Decision on & 
Implementation of Actions
 striving for ‘welfare’ Pre Assessment

Assessment Sphere:
Generation of Knowledge

 striving for ‘truth’ striving for welfare

Risk AppraisalRisk Management

Problem Framing:
Check for power & conflicts, 
winners & losers

Problem Framing:
Check for power & conflicts, 
winners & losers

Pre-Assessment  striving for truth

Risk Appraisal [...]
Social Concerns: check for  
consistency, exclusion, interests & 

Risk Appraisal [...]
Social Concerns: check for  
consistency, exclusion, interests & 

Risk Appraisal

Implementation [...]
Feedback from Practice:
avoid ‘fear to fail’

Implementation [...]
Feedback from Practice:
avoid ‘fear to fail’

Risk Management winners & losers
Scientific Conventions: 
balance mode1 & mode2 and 
qualitative and quantitative

winners & losers
Scientific Conventions: 
balance mode1 & mode2 and 
qualitative and quantitative

coalitions
Blissful/Uncomfortable Knowledge
Formative Uncertainty
Socio-Economic Impacts: check for 

coalitions
Blissful/Uncomfortable Knowledge
Formative Uncertainty
Socio-Economic Impacts: check for 

Decision Making (DM)
Analyse DM situation
Option Identification: check for 
hidden arenas, new coalitions, 

Decision Making (DM)
Analyse DM situation
Option Identification: check for 
hidden arenas, new coalitions, 

Communication
analyse strategic

interrelations and impact chainsinterrelations and impact chains& systemic alternatives
Option Assessment: develop 
feasible processes and arenas 

& systemic alternatives
Option Assessment: develop 
feasible processes and arenas 
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Tolerability & Acceptability Judgement

Risk Evaluation
Tolerabilit
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Gottschick 2014: Investigative Research (italic) applied on IRGC Risk Governance (Aven/Renn 2010; IRGC 2005)

Tensions between 
Investigative and Transformative 

R hResearch

• Transformative Research requires access to the field 
and openness for cooperation

I ti ti R h i t hid t t i• Investigative Research aims to unhide strategic 
communication and behaviour

• Research ethics needed:• Research ethics needed:
– clear communication of research aims

(personal and institutional separation from IR and TR)( )

– hidden research only as an exception

– no provocation to clarify the conflict situation



Transformative 
Transdisciplinary Researchp y
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(adapted from Geels 2011: 28)


