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× CIRCLE-MED is a geographical group in the frame of CIRCLE ERA-Net,

 with  the following aims : 

 

 - identify common interests for the Mediterranean countries, 

 - create a Mediterranean research community network with other 

   Mediterranean countries , 

 - launch collaborative research projects. 

 

 

× Two joint calls : 

 

 - July 2007: CIRCLE-2 MED joint call  

 "Integrated Coastal Zones and Water Management"  

 

 - March 2013: CIRCLE-MED2-2013 joint call  

  "Adaptation to Climate Change from a natural and social   

 science  perspective: Water in coastal Mediterranean areas"  

CIRCLE-MED   



Interests and objectives of a Mediterannean call: 
 
 
× Mediterranean area is a climate change hot spots (SLR, drought, 

erosion, acidification, water scarcity, crowded and economic area…), 

 

× There are still many knowledge gaps (uncertainties about impact on 

biodiversity, way of adaptation strategy). 

 

CIRCLE-MED 



 First joint call, launched in July 2007. 

 8 projects selected, with 37 partners, for a duration of 2 years 

 Total funding: 1,65 Million €  

 by FFCUL; FCT; CMCC; MEDDE (coord.); IME; IMELS and XUNTA 

Integrated Coastal Zones and Water Management 



Large diversity of call's topics around the theme of coastal water : 

Integrated Coastal Zones and Water Management 

Contribution to Adaptation 

Policy Framework 

WATERKNOW 

MEDCODYN 

INTERMED 

CLIMWAT CLIMBIO- 

MEDNET 

CANTICO 

AQUIMED 

ACIDBIV 

Adaptation 

Strategies 

Knowledge Base 

Impact Assessment 



Main results from the projects : 

Integrated Coastal Zones and Water Management 

× ACIDBIV           - Exploring impacts of ocean acidification on bivalves in coastal zones. 

 

× INTERMED            - Filling the knowledge gap on Mediterranean intertidal communities, ecosystems  

                                     and their services (about 100 scientific outputs produced). 

 

× CLIMBIOMEDNET - Producing the largest inventory of Mediterranean lagoons (632 lagoons). 

 

× CLIMWAT              - Assessing climate change impacts on groundwater recharge in groundwater  

                                     dependent ecosystems. 

 

× MEDCODYN          - Increasing collaboration between scientists and stakeholders for transitional   

                                      water systems. 

 

× CANTICO               - Integrating climate models and anthropogenic forcing to develop a pilot   

                                      decision.support system. 

 

× WATERKNOW      - Developing a decision support tool to assess impacts of land use on water               

                                     availability.  

 

× AQUIMED              - Building joint adaptive strategies with farmers and coastal managers. 



Considerations and conclusions: 
 

× SCIENTIFIC COLLABORATION (France, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Israel,      

 Morocco, Tunisia, Croatia, and Albania): very important for southern   

 scientific teams, but some difficulties (lack of  

 data, different institutional organization), also  

 beneficial for northern teams (climate), 

 

× STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT: mixed results, 

 difficulties and frustration, 2 years project is too 

 short (see report and communication), 

 

× SIZE OF THE PROJECTS: though moderate in size the projects  

 produced an impressive amount of new knowledge and results, 

 

× MED CALL NETWORK: the CIRCLE-MED call has created an  

 international and pluridisciplinary network of researchers in the     

 Mediterranean. 

Results  of the CIRCLE-MED first Call 



CIRCLE-MED first Call: main events  

× CIRCLE-MED Kick off meeting in Rome (Nov. 2008), 

 

× CIRCLE-MED Mid-Term Meeting in Lisbon (Nov. 2009), 

 

× CIRCLE-MED Final Conference ‘Coping with Climate Change in 

    Mediterranean Coastal Areas: the Water Management Challenge’ in     

    Aix-en-Provence (March 2011). 

 

× But also workshop for southern partners in Morocco, co-organised  

    with Moroccan national authorities  (Dec. 2010, Rabat) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                 Proceedings available on website http://www.circle-med.net/  

 

 



CIRCLE-MED first Call: Outreach  

French Ministry subcontracted 

VERSeau Developpement  to 

ensure coordination of the call and 

outreach of the call results: 

 

× A dedicated website 

http://www.circle-med.net/, 

  

×Flyers, posters, regular 

newsletters, 

 

× Brochures with overview of 

results in French and English. 

 

 

http://www.circle-med.net/
http://www.circle-med.net/
http://www.circle-med.net/


CIRCLE-MED first Call: Outreach  

× A special issue  In  "Regional 

Environmental Changes” journal 

 

‘Impacts and adaptation to climate 

change In the Mediterranean coastal 

areas: the CIRCLED-MED initiative’ 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

Published online: 14 November 2013, 

Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2013 



CIRCLE-MED first Call: further work 

 

× Taking stock and analyse 
Communication between scientists 
 and stakeholders regarding  
adaptation to climate change. 
 
 
× See the présentation, session 
Knowledge Sharing and Science-practice 
Interactions, room Alcantara 14:00-
15:30: Why is it so difficult to get 
stakeholders at the (climate change) 
table? A look into the kitchen of science, 
Marta Varanda. 
 



 Second joint call, launched in March 2013. 

 2 projects selected, 9 partners, Adapt’MED (2 years), MEMOTRADE (3 years) 

 Total funding: 0,6 Million €   

 By FCT; MEDDE ; MKF  

CIRCLE-MED2-2013 

 

 

× Encourage scientific cooperation between social and natural scientists in 

order to find novel solutions for transnational water-related climate change 

adaptation challenges in support to public policies.  

 

 

× See the two quick presentations following: 

- Adapt’MED (Vincent Jolivet) 

- MEMOTRADE (Paula Castro) 

Adaptation to Climate Change from a natural and social 

science  perspective: Water in coastal Mediterranean areas. 



Conclusions 

 
CIRCLE-MED was important because: 

 

× It was a pilot joint call for the CIRCLE ERA-Net 

 

× It was the occasion for scientists from the different countries around the 

Mediterranean sea  to work together to find solutions for their public policies. 

 

× This research was oriented toward public policy, especially to support good decisions 

in the Mediterranean area, one of the most vulnerable areas in the world.  

 

But: 

 

× More research needed to acquire much more  knowledge and find the right solutions 

for the Mediterranean area. 

  

× Regrets that we were not able to better support the community of researchers that 

was created, through the launch of more calls on Mediterranean climate adaptation 

issues. 



 

Thank you 

Circle-Med Final Conference22-23 March, 2011, Aix-en-Provence, France 
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CIRCLE-MED2 CALL 2013 

Presentation of the projects  

ADAPT-MED and MEMOTRADE 



CIRCLE-MED2-2013 

 
   Is current decision making “adapted to 
  

    internalize adaptation” into policy 
  

   making? 

o Assessment of  the understanding, perception and values of  decision 

makers vis-à-vis climate change;  

o Involvement and mobilisation of  decision makers and stakeholders that 

will co-develop óadaptation strategiesó through policy exercises; 

o 5 partners : Universidade de Aveiro, ISCTE-Instituto  Universitário 

de Lisboa, University of  Athens, BRGM, ACTeon environment; 

o 3 case studies : Ria de Aveiro coastal lagoon, SCoT Provence 

Méditerranée, East of  Crete. 
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CIRCLE MED2 CALL 2013 
MEMOTRADE 

 
Social memory of water-

related trades and 
practices: local knowledge 

and climate change 
adaptation 

Consortium:  

ISCTE-IUL (CIS-IUL – Paula 
Castro, PI),  

Univ. Nimes (LPS - Patrick 
Rateau), Univ. Thessaloniki 
(SPS– Tasos Hovardas) & 
Univ. Algarve (CCMAR – 

Margarida Castro) 

 

 

 



GOAL 1 - To document the social memory and local knowledge of 
communities in 3 Natura 2000 coastal sites (1 France, 1Greece, 1Portugal) 

By - ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ άƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōŀƴƪέ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ-related trades and practices 
(fishing, seaweed use, etc) and linked forms of social organization. 

  

GOAL 2 - To investigate how  

• social memory and local knowledge are  linked to local norms, place 
representations and place attachment 

• social memory, local knowledge and and local norms combine or conflict 
with the new legal and scientific rules governing Natura sites for climate 
change adaptation and biodiversity protection 

 

GOAL 3 - To make scientists, decision-makers and local populations more 
aware of each others knowledge about climate change adaptation and 
biodiversity protection. 
 

GOAL 4 - to stimulate the emergence of new ideas and forms of organisation 
relevant for climate adaptation 
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THANK YOU ! 


