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Uncertainty

d not knowing what to do or believe, or not able to
decide about something

— [+ question word] She's uncertain whether to go to New
Zealand or not.

— Bridie was uncertain about meeting him.

[ not known or fixed, or not completely certain

— New arrivals face an uncertain future.
— The political outlook is still uncertain.

Cambridge on-line English Dictionary
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Ambivalent doubtful

Blow hot and cold

Be in two minds CONFLICTED

Fence sitter

Hum and haw indecision
irresolute indecisive

Insecure _
lack of direction limbo

urnsure

dubious

shilly shally
Sit on the fence Jury is sti€l out

0 Wish washy
Undecided i

unclear



DEPARTMENT OF

. ENERGY

_‘._"*'. .\u "_i_w-»q.‘ A
NNt v
oney'’s
< <o
Y417,
r41l &i"‘




DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY
- & CLIMATEMIN )=

The IPCC 4th Assessment
Report 2007

? N RS
! i-:l-!Jl.'I'] f!-l.-lh i E CEINMATE CHAMGE 2007

m.p

T
I|II ol Rt LN 7 SUTTIGATHMS EF CRIMETE CHANCE
I‘ 1h- i

1
|=.| s ||-|'-'.|| 1
_J

SYNTHESIS REPORT

P
o P AV ,
NS .-"‘.,,



http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg3/en/contents.html
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg2/en/contents.html
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/contents.html

Muir Russell Inquiry DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY

ARV ICHANGE

The Independent
Climate Change

E-mails Review
July 2010

Chair: Sir Muir Russell
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Review team: !
* Professor Geoffrey Boulton ek |
# Professor Peter Clarke
* David Eyton e e e s e O e T e e A
# Professor James Norton Figure 6.1: Temperature anomaly time senes created by the Review Team’s own trial analysis using a

5x5 degree gnid with 5 year smoothing. Shown are results obtained from GHCN (blue), GHCN-
adjusted (vellow) and NCAR (green). Also shown 15 the CRUTEM3 Line (black). The Y-axis is 10 x
the anomaly m degrees. The X-axis 15 year.
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Polls show declining confidence

Is climate change happening?
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That climate change is ‘largely
man made’ is...
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(of those who agree it is happening)



But not all attributable to ‘Climate gate’ e
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Have you heard about...? How | feel about the risks of climate
120 change (of those who had read about
No MmYes ‘flaws or weaknesses in science’)
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Emission Atmospheric Climate Climate Range of
scenario concentrations sensitivity change Impacts

Adapted from Roger Jones (2003)
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d°..there are known knowns; there are
things we know we know. We also know
there are known unknowns; that Is to say
we know there are some things we do not
know. But there are also unknown
unknowns—the ones we dont know we
don’t know.— Donald Rumsfeld, 2003



Rational Actor Model of public policy DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY
. ASRYN§ZCHANGE

1 Objective of public policy is to reduce risk of harm
and/or increase welfare

1 On a specific issue, policy makers

v’ have a predictive mental model of how the world
works (If X, then Y)

v_assess all the evidence
v' consider all the options

v' consider costs and benefits of the different
options
v Choose the optimal alternative

d The output of the process is usually a legal rule or
a tax measure or a subsidy



The policy cycle

Evaluate and Define the
adapt issue
Implement and Understand the
monitor situation
Policy Cycle
Policy Develop and
formulation assess options
Assess
risks

and uncertainties
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dResponding to climate change
iInvolves an iterative risk management
process that involves both adaptation
and mitigation and takes into account
climate change damages, co-benefits,
sustainability, equity and attitudes to
risk

IPCC (2007)
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O We need to move away from promoting the idea of
climate science as a body of universal ‘facts’ delivered
from upon high by remote authority figures.

O Where science has a public policy role, then, expect the
scientific evidence to be challenged.

d It is confidence in the big picture inferences boldly stated
and drawn from the science as a whole that matters to
policy makers.

4 It does not follow that from that confidence expressed by
the scientific community on a set of propositions about
the state of world (or the future world) that action should
necessarily follow. What happens next is an irreducibly
social process.
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Thank you for your attention



Finally....
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WHAT \F 1T

A BIG HOAX AND
We C(ReATe A BeTTer
WORLD FoR NSTHING?
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